
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

OCTOBER 12, 2017 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, 

October 12, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the John M. McEwen Assembly Room, Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers, Jr. 

Commissioners: Dale Dalton, Carl M. Ellington and Katrina (Tina) Ross 

Town Attorney: Kevin Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Planning Director: John Hoard 

Town Engineer: Steve Frey 

Police Chief: Tim Ledford 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells  

Absent: Richard Newton 

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner Ellington, 

Mayor Biggers led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items:  None. 

 

Approve Minutes of the September 14, 2017 Regular Meeting: Upon the motion of 

Commissioner Ellington, seconded by Commissioner Ross, the Board unanimously approved the 

minutes of the September 14, 2017 Regular Meeting. 

 

Consent Agenda: (A) Accept September Tax Collector’s Report; (B) Consider Revising 

November and December 2017 Meeting Schedule; and, (C) Accept Budget Amendment: 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Dalton, seconded by Commissioner Ross, the Board 

unanimously approved items (A), (B), and (C).  (Copy filed with minutes of record.) 

 

Induction and Recognition of the Independence High School Dream Team:   Mayor Biggers 

recognized the Dream Team Advisor, Noel Hamrick.  Mrs. Hamrick asked the Dream Team 

members to introduce themselves.  The members were Kayla Brock, Travis Burgess, Taylor 

DeWitt, Devine Drummond, Kaylyn Gordon, Carter Hawkins, Nathan Jackson, Kyle Kaylor, 

Allison Lindsay, Chase Rappe and Kayla Todaro.  Mayor Biggers asked Commissioner Ross to 

administer the Oath to each Dream Team member. In their affirmation of the Oath, Dream Team 

members: 

 



• Acknowledged how dangerous alcohol and drugs can be for their bodies and minds and 

 pledged to abstain from alcohol and drugs and never use any unlawful substances while a 

 student at Independence High School. 

•  Recognized they had the power to refrain from physical or verbal violence or abuse towards 

anyone based on race, religion, gender or sexual orientation and pledged to resolve 

conflicts in a non-violent manner and encourage positive behavior. 

•  Realized that participation in athletics is a privilege; and as a student athlete, they are 

 held to higher standards and pledged to follow the six pillars of Character Counts of

 trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship. 

•  Accepted commitment to their community and civic duties within it; and pledged 

 dedication to doing community service, education and portraying good leadership on 

 and off the field of play. 

 

Mayor Biggers commended the student athletes for their commitment and congratulated each 

student for being selected as a member of the Independence High School Dream Team.  He said 

Independence was a great school and these students had a bright future ahead of them and were 

great role models.   

 

Fire Prevention Week Proclamation: Upon the request of Mayor Biggers, Commissioner Ross 

read the following Proclamation: 

Fire Prevention Week 

WHEREAS, the Town of Mint Hill is committed to ensuring the safety and security of all those 

living in and visiting Mint Hill; and, 

WHEREAS, U.S. fire departments responded to 365,500 home fires in 2015, according to the 

National Fire Protection Association (NFPA); and, 

WHEREAS, U.S. home fires resulted in 2,560 civilian deaths in 2015, representing the majority 

(78 percent) of all U.S. fire deaths; and, 

WHEREAS, newer homes are built with lightweight materials that burn faster than older home 

constructions; and, 

WHEREAS, many of today’s products and furnishings produce toxic gases and smoke when 

burned, making it impossible to see and breathe within moments; and, 

WHEREAS, these conditions contribute to a much smaller window of time for people to escape a 

home fire safely, with people having as little as one to two minutes to escape from the time the 

smoke alarm sounds; and, 

WHEREAS, a home fire escape plan provides the skill set and know-how to quickly and safely 

escape a home fire situation; and, 

WHEREAS, a home fire escape plan includes two exits from every room in the home; a path to 

the outside from each exit; smoke alarms in all required locations; and a meeting place outside 

where everyone in the home will meet upon exiting; and, 

WHEREAS, home fire escape plans should be developed by all members of the household; and, 

WHEREAS, practicing a home fire escape plan twice a year ensures that everyone in the household 

knows what to do in a real fire situation; and,  

WHEREAS, Mint Hill’s first responders are dedicated to reducing the occurrence of home fires 

and home fire injuries through prevention and protection education; and, 

WHEREAS, Mint Hill’s residents are responsive to public education measures and are able to take 

personal steps to increase their safety from fire, especially in their homes; and, 



WHEREAS, the 2017 Fire Prevention Week theme, “Every Second Counts: Plan 2 Ways Out!” 

effectively serves to educate the public about the vital importance of developing a home fire escape 

plan with all members of the household and practicing it twice a year; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Ted H. Biggers, Jr. Mayor of Mint Hill do hereby proclaim October 8-

14, 2017, as Fire Prevention Week throughout this community. I urge all the people of Mint Hill 

to develop a home fire escape plan with all members of the household and practice it twice a year, 

and to participate in the many public safety activities and efforts of Mint Hill’s fire and emergency 

services during Fire Prevention Week 2017. 

 

Witness my hand and seal of the Town of Mint Hill this 12th day of October 2017. 

 

Commissioner Ross said she would present the proclamation to the Mint Hill Volunteer Fire 

Department.  Mayor Biggers said he was very proud of Mint Hill Fire for the great work they did 

in our community.   

 

Public Hearing on ZC17-6, Filed by Randy Briscoe, Greater Life Church, Requesting 

Conditional District Rezoning to Permit a Church at 3821 & 3901 Matthews-Mint Hill Road, 

Tax Parcel Numbers 135-331-09 and 135-331-10:  Planning Director Hoard presented the Board 

with the following memo: 

 

The applicant, Randy Briscoe of Greater Life Church, is proposing construction of new 

church at 3821 and 3901 Matthews-Mint Hill Road. Church/Place of Worship may be 

considered in the Residential district through the Conditional Zoning process. 

 

Conditional District decisions shall be made in consideration of identified relevant adopted 

land use plan. Conditional District rezoning is a legislative procedure under which the Board 

of   Commissioners has the authority to increase, tighten, add, vary, modify or waive specific 

conditions or standards. In approving a petition for the rezoning of property to a Conditional 

District the Board of Commissioners may request reasonable and appropriate conditions. 

 

Mr. Andrew Byrd, Pastor at Mint Hill Community Church, stated his congregation and the 

congregation of Garr Memorial Church had joined to create Greater Life Church, under the 

leadership of Pastor Randy Briscoe, on Mother’s Day 2017. Greater Life Church was meeting at 

Garr Memorial Church now off Independence Boulevard. Greater Life Church was looking to have 

an impact on Mint Hill by building by the Summer of 2018.   

 

Mayor Biggers asked about the existing location on Independence Boulevard.  Pastor Byrd said 

they had sold the property to Hendrix Automotive.  Mayor Biggers asked about the sanctuary size 

shown on the site plan. The main facility would house the children’s facility and worship center.    

The sanctuary would seat 300-500 people.   

 

Commissioner Ross asked about the homes on the property.  Pastor Byrd stated there were two 

homes on the property a white home, that was very old, and one brick home that might be used for 

a parsonage.  There were no plans for a pre-school.  Commissioner Ross asked about a gymnasium.  

He said there were no plans for a gymnasium currently. The children’s facility would be an area 



large enough to accommodate a half court with high ceilings. Commissioner Ross asked about the 

public information meeting and Pastor Byrd said the neighbors seemed pleased and happy.   

 

With no further questions from the Board, Mayor Biggers opened the public hearing and asked if 

anyone from the public wished to speak. 

 

Mr. Ed Abel, 6812 Heath Glen Drive, stated he was concerned about the parking, traffic, 

infrastructure and property values of the existing homes in the area.  He asked if the North Carolina 

Department of Transportation (NCDOT) would require turn lanes.   

 

Pastor Byrd said it was unclear what requirements would be imposed by the NCDOT. Parking 

would include between 160-180 parking spots.  He said he couldn’t speak to the property values 

of the other properties, but it would be a pretty church. He noted several churches, along Idlewild 

Road near Matthews-Mint Hill Road, had residential homes as neighbors.  

 

There were no further comments and Mayor Biggers closed Public Hearing #ZC17-6.  

 

Mayor Biggers stated Queens Grant High School had been allowed to use Garr Memorial Church 

for four years before they were able to move into their location on Idlewild Road.  He stated it had 

nothing to do with the new church but wanted to thank them for helping Queen’s Grant High 

School.   

 

Public Hearing on ZC17-7, Filed by Shelly and Dave Shaeffer, requesting a Text Amendment 

to Section 2.4 Terms Defined in this Ordinance and Related Sections Regarding Livestock to 

Differentiate Standard Goats from Miniature Goats: Planning Director Hoard presented the 

Board with the following memo: 

 

The proposed text amendment offers several adjustments to the Unified Development 

Ordinance definition section in order to differentiate standard goats from miniature goats. 

The applicant’s proposal adds “standard” goat to the Livestock definition and adds miniature 

goats to the Household Pet definition. The intent and purpose of the amendment is to allow 

miniature goats without a minimum acreage requirement. 

 

Animals listed under Livestock are only permitted on properties with two or more acres. 

 

LIVESTOCK: Cows, beef cattle, sheep, swine, horses, ponies, mules, goats, llamas, alpaca, 

emu, ostrich or any other animals typically used by man for use on a farm or raised for sale 

or profit including mutations or hybrids of such animals such as miniature horses or 

miniature ponies. 

 

Mrs. Shaeffer was issued a permit from Charlotte-Mecklenburg Animal Control on April 17, 2017 

for nine chickens and two dwarf goats for the property on Richmond Road that was approximately 

1.39 acres.  The two goats Friendly and Fennekin were every small (approximately 28 pounds) 

and would only grow to be 50 pounds.  She said the goats liked to sit on her lap and they were very 

friendly with the dog and chickens.  Mr. and Mrs. Shaeffer had erected a goat fence, by hand, 

before getting the goats and they had worked tirelessly through the summer heat. On August 28, 



2017 the Town issued the Notice of Violation.  She was told the County had issued the permit in 

error.  She stated Commissioner Ross came out and saw the goats.  On September 12, 2017 the 

family filed the proposed Text Amendment. 

 

Mayor Biggers asked Attorney Bringewatt about the differentiation of standard and miniature goat 

definitions.  Attorney Bringewatt said he would check into it further to make sure the wording was 

consistent and clear.  Mayor Biggers asked, how large a large miniature goat would be once it was 

full grown.  An adult would weigh less than 60 pounds. 

 

With no further questions from the Board, Mayor Biggers opened the public hearing and asked if 

anyone from the public wished to speak. 

 

Lane Angell, 5318 Richmond Road, stated Mr. and Mrs. Shaeffer were wonderful neighbors and 

they had worked hard on the fence.  She said the goats were the “cutest animals” and dogs were 

much louder than the goats.  She noted her dogs barked louder than the noises the goats made.  She 

said the goats were pets and not livestock; she first met them in the living room. 

 

Mary Jones, 5404 Wilgrove-Mint Hill Road, stated the goats ran to the fence and everyone loved 

them.  She stated they weren’t noisy nor smelly.  She thought the Shaeffer family should be 

allowed to keep the goats.   

 

Hannah Parker, 5400 Richmond Road, stated she didn’t know they had goats until walked by and 

saw them.  She said the goats were super cute and very sweet.  She would love to see the goats be 

allowed to stay.   

 

Mrs. Shaeffer stated Planning Director Hoard had watched her cry over the prospect of losing her 

goats.  She thought the goats were great for her family because they taught them responsibility.  

She loved Mint Hill and she loved her goats.   

 

There were no further comments and Mayor Biggers closed Public Hearing #ZC17-7.  

 

Public Comments**:  Edward Abel, 6812 Heath Glen Drive, said he moved from Florida and 

loved Mint Hill.  He was concerned about the construction at Lawyers Road and Brighton Park 

Drive (near Publix across from State Employees Credit Union).  He asked what was being 

constructed there.  Mayor Biggers invited Mr. Abel to come to the Town Hall and speak with 

Planning Director Hoard who could show him the plans for the residential subdivision that was 

approved for the property in question.  Mr. Abel loved the Town and atmosphere.  He was just 

curious about development. 

 

Presentation by Ken Joyner, Mecklenburg County:  Mr. Joyner highlighted his presentation of 

the 2019 Assessment Update (see attached) and assured the Board that they would not allow the 

issues/concerns that plagued the 2011 revaluation to happen again.  He stated they had made many 

changes such as: Overhauling the Board of Equalization and Review; Established the County 

Assessor’s Office as a standalone department; Created new positions; Created the Modria system 

to help manage the expected 45-55,000 inquiries following the 2019 valuation notices; and 

Updated/created new written policies and procedures for the County Assessor’s Office.  He listed 



the VALUES of Mecklenburg County 2019 Revaluation Update: Visit and Inspect Properties; 

Appraisal Principals; Law Based; Uniformity; Equitable; Stability and Consistency.  Mr. Joyner 

highlighted four subdivisions in Mint Hill (Brighton Park, Farmwood, Olde Sycamore and 

Danbrooke Park) that had seen an average of 26.25% appreciation.  He noted the average price per 

square foot for the Office Market had an overall percent increase of 101%; the average price per 

square foot for the Industrial Market had an overall percent increase of 45%; the average price per 

square foot for the Warehouse Market had an overall percent increase of 28%; the average price 

per square foot for the Retail Market had an overall percent increase of 77%.  Modria was an online 

resolution portal for Mecklenburg County properties.  The link for Modria was 

https://mecknc.gov/assessorsoffice .  He showed an online virtual tour of Modria.  In conclusion, 

Mr. Joyner said the 2019 Revaluation was in progress and would be focused on customer service.  

He encouraged residents to reach out to the County Assessors Office with any questions and 

concerns.   

 

Other Business/Council Matters:  Commissioner Dalton stated he had attended the Shiloh 

Truelight Church Fish Fry and the Independence Bon Fire/Pep Rally.  He encouraged residents to 

attend the following events:  Shred Event at Town Hall, Autumn Jubilee at the Historical Society, 

Canine Carnival, Blood Drive and the Masonic Lodge Fish Fry.  He stated every home should 

check smoke detectors and replace the batteries for Fire Prevention Week.  He said the nature trail 

at the park looked much better thanks to seven girls who were working on their Bronze Award. 

 

Commissioner Ross attended the Shiloh Truelight Church Fish Fry, QUAD meeting, Arts and 

Science Council Board meeting, Mint Hill Historical Society Board of Trustees meeting, Citizen 

Jane presented by the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Coffee with a Cop, Mint Hill Arts 

Gallery, Chamber of Commerce meeting, Bon Fire/Pep Rally and the Car Show.  She met with 

Chris Thomas.  She stated the Fire Department responded to 178 EMS calls and 148 Fire calls in 

September bringing the year-to-date total to 2,682; they appreciated the Board allowing them to 

meet at Town Hall while the fire department was being renovated.  She encouraged residents to 

attend the Mint Hill Women’s Club candidate forum at Town Hall on October 24th.  Commissioner 

Ross asked Manager Welch when the Towns of Matthews and Mint Hill would plan the center of 

the roundabout at Idlewild/Highway 51. Manager Welch said the Towns would meet then each 

Town would bring suggestions to their Board in the coming months.  She verified the Board would 

be able to have input and he said yes. 

 

Commissioner Ellington attended the Shiloh Truelight Church Fish Fry and the Mint Hill 

Historical Society Barn Raising meetings. 

 

Mayor Biggers stated Commissioner Newton was absent due to medical treatment.  He stated the 

Pep Rally/Bon Fire for Independence was a great representation of small town fun.  He said the 

students were well behaved and he wished the whole Town could have been there.  He stated the 

students needed community involvement.  He expressed concern about the newest announcement 

to allow girls to join the Boy Scouts; he was concerned what it may do to the Girl Scouts.  He 

stated the announcement had taken him by surprise; why didn’t they just call it Scouts?   

 

https://mecknc.gov/assessorsoffice


Adjournment:  Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, 

the Board unanimously agreed the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Biggers adjourned the meeting at 

8:17 p.m. 

   

      

Michelle Wells, CMC, Town Clerk 


